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A double degree requires fulfillment of the requirements for two graduate majors for which two differently 
named master’s degrees and two diplomas are granted at the same time. For double degrees, the final 
project (thesis or creative component) must integrate subject areas from both departments. 
 
Only one committee appointment form and one program of study form need to be submitted for the two 
degrees.      
 
The proposal will be reviewed by the departments’ curriculum committee, by the related college 
curriculum committees, by the Graduate Curriculum and Catalog Committee, by the Graduate Council, by 
the Graduate College, and by the Dean of the Graduate College. 
 
The Proposal for Double Degree Programs 
The proposal for double degree programs should include the following information: 
 

1. Name of the programs or majors 

Master of Urban Design and Master of Architecture Double Graduate Degree 

Master of Urban Design and Master of Community and Regional Planning Double Graduate 
Degree 

Master of Urban Design and Master of Landscape Architecture Double Graduate Degree 

2. Name of the degrees 

M Arch/M.U.D., M CRP/M.U.D., and M L A/M.U.D. 

3. Name of the department(s) which administer(s) the program(s) 

The College of Design “Interdisciplinary Programs” administers the M.U.D. program. As an 
interdisciplinary degree, the Master of Urban Design is part of the College of Design "Design 
Studies." The program director reports to the College of Design Associate Dean for Academic 
Programs and is support by an administrative assistant and other staff members of the College of 
Design administrative service office. The Department of Architecture administers the Master of 
Architecture program, the Department of Community and Regional Planning administers the 
Master of Community and Regional Planning program, and the Department of Landscape 
Architecture administers the Master of Landscape Architecture program. 

4. Rationale for the double degree program 

Urban Design is a sub-specialty in the professional fields of Architecture, Planning and 
Landscape Architecture. The Master of Urban Design is a post-professional degree that builds on 
the professional knowledge and training students acquire in the M Arch, M CRP and MLA 
respectively. Graduates of the M Arch, M CRP and M LA programs may develop careers in urban 
design in professional firms. Accordingly, pursuing both degrees prepares the students to be 
more competitive in the job market as well as acquire an interdisciplinary sub-specialty in their 
own disciplines. Since the initiation of the MUD degree in summer 2014, ten College of Design 
graduate students have requested to pursue a concurrent degree with MUD distributed as 
follows: 1 MS in Arch, 4 M Arch, 3 M CRP and 2 M LA. 

5. Admission procedures and requirements 

Students may apply to one of the double degrees before they join Iowa State or after being 
enrolled in any of the four programs. In either case students need to fulfill the admission 
requirements of both degrees (as published on the graduate college website), and their 
application will be reviewed by both programs admission committees for approval. 

6. Requirements of the program 

Requirements for the M Arch/MUD are 106 credits that cover all the core courses of both degrees 
in addition to 6 credits of electives (see M Arch/MUD schedule of courses attached). 
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Requirements for the M CRP/MUD are 61 credits that cover all the core courses of both degrees 
in addition to 6 credits of electives (see M CRP/MUD schedule of courses attached). 

Requirements for the M LA/MUD are 91 credits that cover all the required core of both degrees in 
addition to 9 credits of electives (see M LA/MUD schedule of courses attached). 

7. Expected enrollment 

Four to ten students every year. 

8. Attached memos showing approval by appropriate department and college committees, faculty, and 
administrators. 

Approved at the College of design AAC meeting on October 20, 2015, 8-0 

9. Name(s) of the proposal contact(s) 

 
Cameron Campbell, Associate Professor 
Associate Dean for Academic Programs 
Department of Architecture 
Iowa State University 
cameronc@iastate.edu 
1 515 294 8881 

 
Marwan Ghandour, Professor 
Department of Architecture 
Director of Master of Urban Design 
Director of Master of Design in Sustainable Environments  
Iowa State University 
marwang@iastate.edu 
1 515 294 3543 
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27 May 2016 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
As Chair of the Academic Affairs Committee in the College of Design, I confirm that the committee 
supports the following dual-degree programs as recorded in the vote of 8-0 at the October 20, 2015 
College of Design AAC meeting.  
 

• Master of Design in Sustainable Environments and Master of Architecture Double Graduate Degree 
• Master of Design in Sustainable Environments and Master of Community and Regional Planning 

Double Graduate Degree 
• Master of Design in Sustainable Environments and Master of Fine Arts in Integrated Visual Arts 

Double Graduate Degree 
• Master of Design in Sustainable Environments and Master of Landscape Architecture Double 

Graduate Degree 
• Master of Urban Design and Master of Architecture Double Graduate Degree 
• Master of Urban Design and Master of Community and Regional Planning Double Graduate Degree 
• Master of Urban Design and Master of Landscape Architecture Double Graduate Degree 

 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 
 
 
 
Best Regards,  
 

 
 
Carl Rogers, PLA  
Associate Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture  
Co-Director, Iowa State University Community Design Lab 
http://research.design.iastate.edu/communitydesignlab/ 
Iowa State University  
 

http://research.design.iastate.edu/communitydesignlab/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graduate College 
1137 Pearson Hall 
 
16 June 2016 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am pleased to confirm my enthusiastic support for our double degree programs, the Master’s in Urban 
Design and the Master’s in Sustainable Development.  Both degree programs have been popular choices 
for students in our M.Arch. program, as they extend that curriculum into two areas that are vitally 
important and increasingly valuable in practice. 
 
Our international students have been particularly enthusiastic about these programs, making them 
important recruitment tools in addition to their academic and intellectual value. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide further support for these vital degree programs. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas Leslie, AIA 
Pickard Chilton Professor in Architecture and Director of Graduate Education 
Department of Architecture 
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	 	 	 	 	 	 	 27	May	2016	

To	Whom	it	May	Concern:	

As	Chair	of	the	Curriculum	Committee	and	departmental	representative	to	the	Academic	Affairs	Council	
in	the	College	of	Design,	I	confirm	that	the	faculty	of	the	Department	of	Art	and	Visual	Culture	supports	
the	following	dual-degree	programs:	
	

• Master	of	Design	in	Sustainable	Environments	and	Master	of	Architecture	Double	Graduate	
Degree	

• Master	of	Design	in	Sustainable	Environments	and	Master	of	Community	and	Regional	Planning	
Double	Graduate	Degree	

• Master	of	Design	in	Sustainable	Environments	and	Master	of	Fine	Arts	in	Integrated	Visual	Arts	
Double	Graduate	Degree	

• Master	of	Design	in	Sustainable	Environments	and	Master	of	Landscape	Architecture	Double	
Graduate	Degree	

• Master	of	Urban	Design	and	Master	of	Architecture	Double	Graduate	Degree	
• Master	of	Urban	Design	and	Master	of	Community	and	Regional	Planning	Double	Graduate	

Degree	
• Master	of	Urban	Design	and	Master	of	Landscape	Architecture	Double	Graduate	Degree	

	
Please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	if	you	have	any	further	questions	or	concerns.	
	
	
Sincerely,	

Emily	K.	Morgan	
Assistant	Professor	of	Art	History	
Department	of	Art	and	Visual	Culture	
College	of	Design	
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May 31, 2016 
Cameron Campbell 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
College of Design 
 
Dear Associate Dean Campbell:  
 
The Community and Regional Planning Department is pleased to support the proposed Masters of 
Community and Regional Planning (MCRP)/Masters of Urban Design (MUD) and Masters of 
Community and Regional Planning (MCRP)/Masters of Design in Sustainable Environments (MDesSE) 
double degrees.  
 
These double degrees would provide our students the opportunity to explore and expand their expertise 
in urban design and sustainability. The programs have been attractive to many prospective students and 
will be helpful in our recruitment efforts. We also encourage our students to become proficient in these 
areas in to diversify their education and increase their job marketability. Indeed, some MCRP students 
are enrolled in these double degree programs. 
 
If you have any questions or would like further information about our courses, please feel free to contact 
me.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Francis Owusu, Ph D. 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Community & Regional Planning 
Iowa State University 
College of Design 
Phone: (515) 294-7769 
E-mail: fowusu@iastate.edu 
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June 13, 2016 

 

 

MEMO 

 

To: whoever it may concern in the Graduate Council and Graduate College 

 

From: Mira Engler, Director of Graduate Education 

           Landscape Architecture Department 

 

 

 

This memo is in strong support of the double degree of the masters of Landscape Architecture 

(MLA) and master of Urban design (MUD). The department of landscape architecture has been 

actively involved in crafting and promoting this double degree through the past year. We believe that 

the combined knowledge, skills, and interdisciplinary nature of the Landscape architecture and 

Urban design programs is of great interest to our students and present an excellent opportunity for 

our students to become proficient in the sub-specialty of Urban Design as well as more competitive 

in the job market. The department stands to benefit from collaborative work with faculty in related 

disciplines as well as potentially from increase in number of applicants interested in both programs.

 

           M.E.
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