
Program Procedures for Obtaining Approval of a New Area of Specialization or a Change in an Area of Specialization in a Graduate Degree

(Check one)
Request for New Specialization
Request for Change in Specialization

The following describes the material which should be included in a proposal for a new area of specialization in an existing graduate degree or for a change in an existing area of specialization.  Areas of specialization are recognized on a student’s permanent record (transcript).  Approval is required by the department or program curriculum committee, the College Curriculum Committee, the GCCC, Graduate Council, and by the Graduate Dean.  The proposal should be sent to the Graduate Curriculum and Catalog Committee (GCCC) with documentation of approvals by the department and college:


Graduate Curriculum and Catalog Committee 


1137 Pearson Hall


Iowa State University 


Ames, IA 50011-2206

1.
Name of the area of specialization.



Executive Master of Business Administration (EMBA)

2.
Name of the major.



Master of Business Administration
3.
Graduate degrees to which it applies.



Master of Business Administration
4.
Name of the department(s) or program.



Debbie and Jerry Ivy College of Business
5.
What is the change you are requesting?  (Answer only if you checked the Change box)



N/A
6.
Other existing areas of specialization for the same major and same degree.



Full-time Master of Business Administration


Professional Master of Business Administration

7.  
Are areas of specialization optional or required?  (Can a student choose the major without selecting an area of specialization?)



Required for all EMBA students
8.
Reasons for proposing the new area of specialization or change in the area of specialization.

This proposed specialization is intended to clarify three specializations of MBA programs offered at ISU. All three MBA programs consist of a core of 30 credits. The audience and program focus are different for each MBA. As well, the credits and the associated coursework are delivered via different modalities for each of the three MBAs.

Currently there are:

· The full-time MBA is a two-year program comprised of ten core courses (30 credits) and six electives (18 credits). The program is offered fully on campus and participants complete the program in 24 months.

· A professional MBA program in Des Moines offered part-time for employed professionals. This program combines some online and face-to-face coursework and face-to-face sessions during weekday evenings in Des Moines. This program delivery is tailored to meet the needs of working professionals and most participants complete this program in 30 months.

Clarifying the specialization via this form will allow for an Executive MBA designation.
The Executive MBA will combine fully online courses with face-to-face sessions offered on weekends. This program will be focused on the needs of mid-level executives working for agriculture, food, and biosciences companies. The program is designed to be completed in 21 months.
9.
Requirements for the area of specialization (how are the requirements different for this area of specialization compared to other areas of specialization or to the major without an area of specialization).  (For new specialization only.)
The highlighted courses below constitute the courses unique to this Executive MBA specialization (18 credits). The remaining 30 credits constitute the MBA core which is similar for the other two MBA specializations (full-time and professional). 



2 credits – ECON 590: Intro to Food, Agriculture, and Biosystems
3 credits – MGMT 502: Organizational Behavior

3 credits – ACCT 501: Accounting

3 credits – ECON 537: Economics of Commodity Markets

3 credits – ECON 590: Legal Environment
3 credits – FIN 501: Managerial Finance

3 credits – MIS 501: Information Systems

3 credits – MGMT 503: Corporate Social Responsibility & Ethics

3 credits – BUSAD 502: Human Resource Analytics

3 credits – MKT 501: Marketing

3 credits – SCM 501: Supply Chain Management

3 credits – MGMT 501: Strategic Management

5 credits – BUSAD 590: International Business Experience

8 credits – BUSAD 590: (2 per term) Executive Speaker Series
TOTAL = 48 credits
10.
Estimate the number of students who will graduate with this major and degree each year and the number who will graduate with this area of specialization. (For new specialization only.)


We expect between 15 and 25 students per year in this program.
11
What resources (faculty, courses, research facilities, library facilities, etc) are available to support the area of specialization? (For new specialization only.)
The specialization will be offered using existing faculty across all Ivy College of Business disciplines, along with faculty from the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. Classes will be offered on campus and using conference facilities available in Des Moines.
12.
What future financial support will be needed? (For new specialization only.)



The EMBA program will be offered at a tuition level that is self-sustaining.
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