Proposal for changing admission statuses:
The Executive Committee of the Graduate Council proposes that the admission statuses of ‘restricted’ and ‘provisional’ be removed.  The current requirement of a 3.0 undergraduate GPA for graduate admissions stays in place.  To request admission status for students with below a 3.0 undergraduate GPA, programs will provide a justification statement in the application process.  If accepted, the student will receive ‘full’ admission status.   Full admission status will eliminate the stigma attached to a ‘restricted’ or ‘provisional’ status, and will also address difficulties with tuition scholarship support for graduate assistantships.   Academic probation will remain in place as a stopgap measure for those students who’s GPA falls below a 3.0.  
Programs can place requirements on students who are admitted with lower GPAs or those who have an academic background deficiency by discussing and documenting needed requirements at the program level.   A sample form is provided at the end of this document that can be used or adapted by individual programs.  
If accepted, the proposal can be implemented with the current application system with a few minor changes.  We are recommending implementation to begin Summer 2018.  
For students that are currently on ‘restricted’ admission, we are recommending that the Graduate College check with individual programs for needs in changing the admission status of current students.  As students submit their POSCs and meet the GPA requirements, they will automatically be removed from ‘restricted’ status, and at some point no more ‘restricted’ admissions will remain.  



Proposed Handbook Changes: February 2018
1.1 - Admission with a Declared Major
All degree-seeking graduate students must have graduated with a bachelor’s or post baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited U.S. institution or from a recognized foreign institution where the requirements for the bachelor’s degree or its equivalent are similar to those at ISU.
Applicants must be deemed admissible by the Office of Admissions and accepted by the Graduate College.  Degree- or certificate-seeking applicants must also be accepted by a graduate program.  See Appendix A for the structure and role of the Graduate College.
1.1.1 Admission
Admission status may be granted by the Graduate College to an applicant who has achieved one of the following:
1. Undergraduate degree with GPA greater than 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale)
2. Completed 9 to 14 credits of graduate coursework with grade B or better in all courses
3. Completed 15 or more credits of graduate coursework with GPA above 3.0 and no F grades
4. Graduate program justification for admission
English requirement:  Applicants whose native language is not English must demonstrate proficiency in English in addition to meeting one of the criteria above.  See English Examinations 1.1.2 below.  
Graduate programs may require entrance examinations, such as the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), the Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT), the Graduate School Foreign Language Test (GSFLT) or the Test of Spoken English (TSE). Information about each program’s requirements can be found at the Graduate College’s website here.
Distance Education Courses.  Admission requirements are the same for on-and off-campus courses that are used for a degree-seeking graduate program. Detailed information is available in the Iowa State University Catalog or on the Distance Education website at http://www.distance.iastate.edu/.  

1.1.2 English Examinations
Applicants whose native language is not English must demonstrate proficiency in English equivalent to a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score of at least 550 on the paper-based test, or 79 on the internet-based test as a part of the admissions process.
International students may also submit IELTS (International English Language Testing System) scores in lieu of the TOEFL. The ISU Graduate College minimum is 6.5. Individual graduate programs may require higher TOEFL or IELTS scores for admission.
After admission, students whose native language is not English need to meet the meet Graduate English requirements. (See Chapter 4.4.3 Graduate English Requirements for Nonnative Speakers of English)  
1.1.3 Admission as a Nondegree Graduate Student
Students who have received the baccalaureate degree and meet the requirements for graduate admission must register as graduate students if they wish to take graduate-credit courses, but they may register without declaring a major.
Students who do not intend to seek an advanced degree at ISU may:
· transfer graduate credits earned at ISU to other institutions,
· use graduate credits earned for professional certification,
· enroll for personal satisfaction, or
· enroll occasionally in off-campus graduate courses.
A student seeking admission in nondegree graduate status must submit the appropriate application form from the Office of Admissions and be admitted by the Graduate College,  http://www.admissions.iastate.edu/.  Nondegree graduate students pay an application fee. Nondegree graduate students may not be awarded an assistantship.
A nondegree graduate student who subsequently seeks admission to a degree program must apply to and be accepted by the appropriate department or program and the Graduate College for degree study with a declared major.
· A maximum of nine semester hours of credit earned under the nondegree option may be applied to an advanced degree.
· Once admitted to a degree program, the student’s Program of Study (POS) Committee will recommend which courses, if any, earned under the nondegree option may be included in the program of study (maximum of nine semester hours of credit).



Suggested handbook changes from Deb:
All graduate students must have earned a bachelor’s or post-baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited U.S. institution or from a recognized foreign institution where requirements for the bachelor’s degree or its equivalent are similar to those at Iowa State University.  Applicants must be deemed admissible by the Office of Admissions and accepted by the Graduate College.  Degree- or certificate-seeking applicants must also be accepted by a graduate program.  See Appendix A for the structure and role of the Graduate College.
 
A grade-point average of at least 3.0/4.0 from undergraduate work generally is expected for admission, though the Graduate College may approve admission of applicants not conforming to this standard based on petitions from graduate programs.  Either the Graduate College or graduate programs may set conditions on admission, such as the need for the applicant to take certain courses to remedy a void in academic preparation.
 
Applicants whose native language is not English must demonstrate proficiency in English equivalent to a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score of at least 550 on the paper-based test, or 79 on the internet-based test.  Students may submit IELTS (International English Language Testing System) scores in lieu of the TOEFL.  The Graduate College minimum for the IELTS is 6.5.  Individual graduate programs may require higher TOEFL or IELTS scores.  Graduate programs may require or recommend submission of scores from standardized tests, such as the Graduate Record Examination and the Graduate Management Admissions Test.
 
Students holding the baccalaureate degree and meeting the requirements for graduate admission must register as graduate students to take graduate courses, but they may register without declaring a major.  A student seeking admission in nondegree graduate status must submit the appropriate application form from the Office of Admissions and be admitted by the Graduate College.  Nondegree graduate students may not hold assistantships.  A nondegree graduate student who subsequently seeks admission to a degree program must apply to and be accepted by the appropriate graduate program and the Graduate College.  A maximum of nine semester hours of credit earned in nondegree status may be applied to an advanced degree with approval of the program of study committee and Graduate College.
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1.1 - Admission with a Declared Major
All degree-seeking graduate students must have graduated with a bachelor’s or postbaccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited U.S. institution or from a recognized foreign institution where the requirements for the bachelor’s degree or its equivalent are similar to those at ISU.
Additionally, each applicant must be accepted at ISU by the major program, the Office of Admissions, and the Graduate College (for the structure and role of the Graduate College at ISU, see Appendix A).
1.1.1 Admission Categories
Full admission status may be granted to an applicant who has achieved one of the following:
1. Undergraduate degree with GPA greater than 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale)
2. Completed 9 to 14 credits of graduate coursework with grade B or better in all courses
3. Completed 15 or more credits of graduate coursework with GPA above 3.0 and no F grades
Provisional admission status may be granted to an applicant who satisfies the formal university requirements for full admission status (see above), but who has certain academic background or prerequisite deficiencies to remedy.
Transfer from provisional to full admission status requires that the student:
· remove the background deficiencies (coursework taken will require an average of B (3.00) or better),
· meet the Graduate English requirement (for students whose native language is not English),
· secure a written recommendation from the program’s Director of Graduate Education or his/her major professor to send to the Graduate College, and
· obtain approval of the Dean of the Graduate College.
Restricted admission status may be granted to an applicant who does not satisfy the formal university requirements for full admission status and/or lacks undergraduate preparation in a field related to the graduate field of study. Restricted admission may also be granted to graduates of non-English-speaking foreign institutions, even if the student meets the university requirements for full admission status.
Transfer from restricted to full admission status will be made automatically each week. The automated change to full status will be made for students who have:
· completed at least nine semester credit hours of graded courses from an approved POS as a graduate student at ISU,
· earned a cumulative grade point average of B or above (3.00), and
· met the Graduate English requirement (for students whose native language is not English).
1.1.2 Entrance Examinations
Examinations are not uniformly required of all applicants for admission. However, applicants whose native language is not English must demonstrate proficiency in English equivalent to a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score of at least 550 on the paper-based test, or 79 on the internet-based test as a part of the admissions process.
International students may also submit IELTS (International English Language Testing System) scores in lieu of the TOEFL. The ISU Graduate College minimum is 6.5. Individual graduate programs may require higher TOEFL or IELTS scores for admission.
Graduate programs may require or recommend (of both native and nonnative speakers of English) other entrance examinations, such as the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), the Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT), the Graduate School Foreign Language Test (GSFLT) or the Test of Spoken English (TSE). Information about each program’s requirements can be found at the Graduate College’s website here.
1.1.3 Distance Education Courses
Admission requirements are the same for on-and off-campus courses. Detailed information is available in the Iowa State University Catalog or on the Distance Education website at http://www.distance.iastate.edu/. Students who have received the baccalaureate degree and meet the requirements for graduate admission must register as graduate students if they wish to take graduate-credit courses, but they may register without declaring a major.
Admission as a Nondegree Graduate Student
Graduates of regionally-accredited U.S. institutions who do not intend to seek an advanced degree at ISU may wish to undertake some graduate-level coursework and enroll as nondegree graduate students. They may:
· transfer graduate credits earned at ISU to other institutions,
· use graduate credits earned for professional certification,
· enroll for personal satisfaction, or
· enroll occasionally in off-campus graduate courses.
A student wishing to apply as a nondegree graduate student must obtain an "Iowa State University Application for Nondegree Students” form from the Office of Admissions (100 Enrollment Services Center, 1-800-262-3810), or download a copy of the nondegree application from the Office of Admissions website at http://www.admissions.iastate.edu/. A reason for attending ISU as a nondegree graduate student must be included on the form. Nondegree graduate students pay the normal application fee. Nondegree graduate students may not be awarded an assistantship.
A nondegree graduate student who subsequently seeks admission to a degree program must be aware of the following restrictions:
· The applicant must apply to and be accepted by the appropriate department or program and the Graduate College for degree study with a declared major.
· A maximum of nine semester hours of credit earned under the nondegree option may be applied to an advanced degree.
· Once admitted to a degree program, the student’s Program of Study (POS) Committee will recommend which courses, if any, earned under the nondegree option may be included in the program of study (maximum of nine semester hours of credit).

