
Program Procedures for Obtaining Approval of a New Area of Specialization or a Change in an Area of Specialization in a Graduate Degree

(Check one)
Request for New Specialization
Request for Change in Specialization

The following describes the material which should be included in a proposal for a new area of specialization in an existing graduate degree or for a change in an existing area of specialization.  Areas of specialization are recognized on a student’s permanent record (transcript).  Approval is required by the department or program curriculum committee, the College Curriculum Committee, the GCCC, Graduate Council, and by the Graduate Dean.  The proposal should be sent to the Graduate Curriculum and Catalog Committee (GCCC) with documentation of approvals by the department and college:


Graduate Curriculum and Catalog Committee 


1137 Pearson Hall


Iowa State University 


Ames, IA 50011-2206

1.
Name of the area of specialization:

Apparel Merchandising and Design (AESHM) 

Comprehensive (FCS/CHS Dean’s Office))

Hospitality Management (AESHM)
Nutritional Sciences (FS HN)
2.
Name of the major.  Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS)
3.
Graduate degrees to which it applies. Master of Family and Consumer Sciences (MFCS)
4.
Name of the department(s) or program. Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS)
5.
What is the change you are requesting?  (Answer only if you checked the Change box)


Remove the specializations listed in #1

6.
Other existing areas of specialization for the same major and same degree (these will remain):

Dietetics


Family and Consumer Sciences Education

Family Financial Planning


Gerontology

Human Development and Family Studies


Youth Development

7.  
Are areas of specialization optional or required?  (Can a student choose the major without selecting an area of specialization?)


Required
8.
Reasons for proposing the new area of specialization or change in the area of specialization.

For the Apparel Merchandising and Design, Hospitality Management, and Nutritional Sciences specializations, these have not been offered for a number of years as confirmed by the DOGE for AESHM and FS HN (documentation provided). There are currently no active students in these specializations, and students cannot choose these specializations when they apply to the university. Given the change in leadership within FCS over the past two years, we do not know when these particular specializations were removed from the application for admission.
The Comprehensive specialization allows students to complete coursework from among various departments (ex: C I, EL PS, SP ED, FFP, GERON, HD FS, DIET, and FS HN http://www.online.hs.iastate.edu/graduate-programs/masters/mfcs-comprehensive/). If Comprehensive was removed as a specialization, current students can continue with degree completion as planned by utilizing the courses already being offered in the various departments.
Rationale for removing the FCS Comprehensive specialization:
· It does not provide a clear career pathway for graduates as completion of the MFCS Comprehensive specialization does not lead to teacher licensure in Family and Consumer Sciences (a common misconception).
· Students interested in the topics covered in the MFCS Comprehensive specialization (educational studies, human development and family studies, and nutrition) have the opportunity to specialize in other, more specific areas offered within MFCS or pursue Interdisciplinary Graduate Studies.
· Low number of applications each semester, especially in past five years:
	Semester
	Year
	# of applicants

	Spring
	2010
	1

	Fall
	2010
	2

	Spring
	2011
	6

	Fall
	2011
	0

	Spring
	2012
	1

	Fall
	2012
	4

	Spring
	2013
	3

	Fall
	2013
	0

	Spring
	2014
	0

	Fall
	2014
	1

	Spring
	2015
	1

	Fall
	2015
	0

	Spring
	2016
	1

	Fall
	2016
	2

	Spring
	2017
	0

	Fall
	2017
	1

	Spring
	2018
	0

	Fall
	2018
	0


9.
Requirements for the area of specialization (how are the requirements different for this area of specialization compared to other areas of specialization or to the major without an area of specialization).  (For new specialization only.)
10.
Estimate the number of students who will graduate with this major and degree each year and the number who will graduate with this area of specialization. (For new specialization only.)
11
What resources (faculty, courses, research facilities, library facilities, etc) are available to support the area of specialization? (For new specialization only.)
12.
What future financial support will be needed? (For new specialization only.)

http://www.grad-college.iastate.edu/forms/files/Specialization.doc
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