
6.3 - Developing the Program of Study 
The student and the major professor develop the program of study with the consultation and approval 
of the POS committee. This agreement between the student and the Graduate College should be 
submitted as early as possible for approval. It is recommended that the committee be formed as early 
as the second semester of graduate study. The POSC form must be approved by the Graduate 
College no later than the term before the preliminary oral examination (doctoral candidates) or 
final oral examination (master’s candidates). For students in approved master’s programs with 
no final oral examination, the POSC form must be approved by the Graduate College no later 
than the term before a graduation application is submitted.  In order for the POSC form to be 
approved in any given term, the form must be approved by the Graduate College by the 
published deadline for that term. POSC forms are available online through AccessPlus under the 
Student tab, Graduate Student Status. Each student’s program of study should be designed to correct 
deficiencies in academic preparation, allow study of subject matter that most interests the student, 
and avoid repetition in areas where the student is well prepared. The POS committee assures that 
program requirements are met before approving the POSC form. 

 

6.3 - Developing the Program of Study 
The student and the major professor develop the program of study with the consultation and approval 
of the POS committee. This agreement between the student and the Graduate College should be 
submitted as early as possible for approval. It is recommended that the committee be formed as early 
as the second semester of graduate study. The POSC form must be approved by the Graduate 
College no later than 3 months prior to the preliminary oral examination for doctoral 
candidates; the 3-month timeframe for scheduling a preliminary oral examination begins the 
day that the Graduate College approves the POSC. For master’s students completing a thesis 
or non-thesis (creative component), the POSC must be approved by the Graduate College by 
the last day of the semester prior to the term of the final oral examination. For students in 
approved master’s programs with no final oral examination, the POSC form must be approved 
by the Graduate College no later than the last day of the semester prior to the graduation term.  
POSC forms are available online through AccessPlus under the Student tab, Graduate Student 
Status. Students in Double Degree programs complete paper POS and committee forms. Each 
student’s program of study should be designed to correct deficiencies in academic preparation, allow 
study of subject matter that most interests the student, and avoid repetition in areas where the 
student is well prepared. The POS committee assures that program requirements are met before 
approving the POSC form. 

Also discussed: 8 weeks, 4 months, 1 year. 
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