
Program Procedures for Obtaining Approval of a New Area of Specialization or a Change in an Area of Specialization in a Graduate Degree

(Check one)
Request for New Specialization
Request for Change in Specialization
Request to Remove a Specialization
The following describes the material which should be included in a proposal for a new area of specialization in an existing graduate degree, or for a change in an existing area of specialization, or for a removal of a specialization.  Areas of specialization are recognized on a student’s permanent record (transcript).  Approval is required by the department or program curriculum committee, the College Curriculum Committee, the GCCC, Graduate Council, and by the Graduate Dean.  The proposal should be sent to the Graduate College for the Graduate Curriculum and Catalog Committee (GCCC) with documentation of approvals by the department and college.
*Required for all choices.

1.
*Name of the area of specialization. Data Analytics
2.
*Name of the major. Accounting
3.
*Graduate degrees to which it applies. Master of Accounting (M. Acct.)
4.
*Name of the department(s) or program. Accounting
5.
*Other existing areas of specialization for the same major and same degree. Financial Reporting & Assurance, Global Business, Managerial Decision Making, Tax
6.
What is the change you are requesting?  (Answer only if you checked the Change box) The name of the specialization is changing to Information Systems & Analytics. Currently, one course – ACCT 515 – and three specialization electives comprise the specialization. ACCT 515 will now be required for all MAcc students, so it is not a specialization requirement any more; the specialization will consist of ACCT 584, ACCT 597 or ACCT 591, an MIS course from an approved list, and two specialization electives.
7.  
Are areas of specialization optional or required?  (Can a student choose the major without selecting an area of specialization?) (For New and Change only) An area of specialization is the norm, but a student can choose not to specialize.
8.
Reasons for proposing the new area of specialization or change in the area of specialization. To increase the number of accounting courses taken as part of the degree and align the specializations with changes in the CPA exam. 
9.
Requirements for the area of specialization (how are the requirements different for this area of specialization compared to other areas of specialization or to the major without an area of specialization).  (For New specialization only.)
10.
Estimate the number of students who will graduate with this major and degree each year and the number who will graduate with this area of specialization. (For New specialization only.)
11
What resources (faculty, courses, research facilities, library facilities, etc) are available to support the area of specialization? (For New specialization only.)
12.
What future financial support will be needed? (For New specialization only.)
13.  
Provide a justification for removing the specialization(s).  (For Removing a Specialization only.)
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