
Program Procedures for Obtaining Approval of a New Area of Specialization or a Change in an Area of Specialization in a Graduate Degree

(Check one)
Request for New Specialization
Request for Change in Specialization
Request to Remove a Specialization
The following describes the material which should be included in a proposal for a new area of specialization in an existing graduate degree, for a change in an existing area of specialization, or for a removal of a specialization.  Areas of specialization are recognized on a student’s permanent record (transcript).  Approval is required by the department or program curriculum committee, the College Curriculum Committee, the GCCC, Graduate Council, and the Graduate Dean.  The proposal should be sent to the Graduate College for the Graduate Curriculum and Catalog Committee (GCCC) with documentation of approvals by the department and college.
*Required for all choices.

1.
*Name of the area of specialization.



Computer-assisted language learning (CALL)
Language assessment

English for Specific Purposes

Literacy

Literature

Teaching English to L1 Spanish learners

Corpus and computational linguistics


Note: we are proposing the removal of all seven specializations for this degree

2.
*Name of the major.



Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) / Applied Linguistics
3.
*Graduate degrees to which it applies.



MA
4.
*Name of the department(s) or program.



English Department; MA in TESL/Applied Linguistics
5.
*Other existing areas of specialization for the same major and same degree.


See complete list above
6.
What is the change you are requesting?  (Answer only if you checked the Change box)


n/a
7.  
Are areas of specialization optional or required?  (Can a student choose the major without selecting an area of specialization?) (For New and Change only)
We are requesting the removal all specializations for the degree; a specialization is currently required, although there is an ‘open option’. There would be no specializations under the new proposed POS.
8.
Reasons for proposing the new area of specialization or change in the area of specialization.



n/a

9.
Requirements for the area of specialization (how are the requirements different for this area of specialization compared to other areas of specialization or to the major without an area of specialization).  (For New specialization only.)


n/a
10.
Estimate the number of students who will graduate with this major and degree each year and the number who will graduate with this area of specialization. (For New specialization only.)


n/a
11
What resources (faculty, courses, research facilities, library facilities, etc) are available to support the area of specialization? (For New specialization only.)


n/a
12.
What future financial support will be needed? (For New specialization only.)


n/a
13.  
Provide a justification for removing the specialization(s).  (For Removing a Specialization only.)

As part of the Reimagining LAS initiative, we are proposing a simplification of the degree to remove all areas of specialization, instead focusing on core requirements for an MA TESL degree. Specializations require that we offer the courses used to complete the specializations on a regular basis. Removing the specializations will mean that we can offer certain electives less frequently. Removing the specializations that require particular courses will make the degree more flexible, and enable students to complete the degree regardless of when courses used as electives are offered. Few other MA in TESL programs in the U.S. offer specializations, and thus we do not believe this will negatively impact the degree program. 
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